
 
 
 

         An Examination of the Golden Calf Incident, Exodus 32:1-6  
 
  In the third instance,  the construction of the golden calf was an act of profound disgrace polluting God’s people 
because of the timing of its construction: they built it in the midst of God’s detailed instructions for the putting together 
of the tabernacle of God, the Holy Place symbolically representing God’s Presence with his covenant people, Ex 25-31, 
and God’s record of its actual assembly, Ex 35-39.   The detailed instructions for its construction are listed in meticulous 
and detail and are summarized below: 
25:1-9 the Lord God issues instructions for offerings to be obtained from his people for its construction 
Verses 8- 9 conclude this brief section with the emphasis on the separateness of this construction: it was to be a  
sanctuary (a holy place) in which Yahweh would dwell (tabernacle) in the midst of his people and was to be  
constructed according to the heavenly eternal, invisible pattern that he would give them.  See also v. 40; 26:30; 27:8. 
25:10-22  the Ark of the Covenant.  See also 37:1-9. 
 It is extremely important for us to know that the instructions for the Holy Place begins with the Ark,  a wooden 
chest, overlaid with pure gold, measuring 3.75 feet long, 2.25 feet wide, and 2.25 feet high, 25:10.  This was the most holy 
item of furniture in the entire Old Testament.  It was housed in the Most Holy Place or Holy of Holies into which the 
High Priest was allowed to enter annually on the Day of Atonement.  The Ark of the Covenant was the throne of God 
where he would meet and converse with Moses, v. 22, and which contained the Testimony, the tablets inscribed with the 
Ten Commandments that the Lord will give him.   
 The most important aspect of the Ark of the Covenant was its cover, also known as its mercy seat or place of 
atonement.  On the Day of Atonement, the High Priest sprinkled the blood of the sacrificed animal on its lid or  
covering, in order to make atonement for the sins of Israel, Lev 16:1-20.  This ceremony as well as the atonement cover 
typified and anticipated the substitutionary, sacrificial atoning work of Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world, Jn 1:29, 36.   
 In typical paradoxical fashion, the Scripture reports that this smallest piece of furniture was the first item to be 
made.  In this regard, we are also to know that the biblical account of this construction starts from within, from the very 
depths of its inner being, that is, from the Ark of the Covenant, and extends outward to the other elements. 
 An  abbreviated sequence for the remainder of the Tabernacle’s assembly yields:  
25:23-30  the Table of the Showbread, representing the vital provision of God for his people 
25:31-40  the Golden Lampstand whose inextinguishable light reminded Israel that God was their light and their 
salvation and which pointed to Christ, as the light of the world, Jn 8:12 
26:1-37  the Tabernacle itself with this curtains, vv. 1-14; its frames, vv. 15-30;  the curtain dividing the Holy 
Place from the Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies), vv. 31-35; and the curtain at the entrance of the tent, vv. 36-37 
27:1-21  regulations regarding the Outer Courtyard 
28:1-43   itemized instructions concerning the Priestly Garments 
29:1-46  instructions for the Consecration of the Priests 
30:1 -31:18 instructions governing the Tabernacle Service, including the observance of the Sabbath, 31:12-18 
 These are the instructions Yahweh gave to Moses while the latter was communing with him on Mt. Sinai.  As 
the mediator of the old covenant, Moses was to deliver them to the people who were to receive them with joy and 
incorporate them faithfully as the regulating factor of their lives.   In doing so, they would glorify their God and would 
demonstrate that they belonged to him alone, and not the gods of the nations among whom Yahweh was sending them.   
This was a great opportunity for Israel to demonstrate grateful obedience to the Lord God for his person and work of  
redemption in their lives.  Sadly, the people quickly forgot the word of God and worshiped and served an idol instead.  
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